IGNORED BY THE NFL BUT
UNWILLING TO GIVE UP THE DREAM,
THESE GUYS GET THEIR LAST

SHOT AT A SPECIAL COMBINE

BY CHAD NIELSEN

COGAlL acCess

Long shot...
but their best shot

Alonzo Spellman wants one last shot, and he’s not the only one. For the 246

athletes gathered in the RCA Dome in Indianapolis for the Elite Combine,

this is their slim chance. None of them were invited to the main event—the

NFL combine, held last February—but they did emerge from the 2,500 participants

at nine events held across the country by an ingependent scouting company called

ELITE PRO FOOTBALL COMBINES. On this June day, it's them against

the hard truth of the stopwatcn and the subjective eye of 15 pro scouts |11 from the
NFL, one rrom the CFL, three from the AFLJ.
Drew Rosenhaus is not in the building—he
doesn’t represent firefighters or Air Force
enlistees. But these players are still hoping
for a miracle: a pro contract.

Mind-numbing waits can be draning, but
former Penn State defensive back Yaacov
Yisrael [leaning on the fence, fai right}, who's
making the switch to receiver, stays focused
by watching Matthew Cutaia’s technique in
the three-cone drill. Both receivers trained for
the event at professional training club TEST
Sports, with impressive results. Yisrael, 23,
who was at Steelers training camp in 2004 as
a safety, finished in just 6.57 seconds—which
would have been good for second-best at the

. 2005 NFL combine. At 6.87 secands, Cutaia,
23, would have placed in the top five for his
position. "it's all technique,” he says.
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James Taylor was just out of tiny Georgetown
College in Kentucky when he landed with the
Ohio Valley Greyhounds in the United Indoor
Football League for a year. He briefly tasted
glory with six weeks as a Packer in the
,—'—uﬂm summer of 2004. Now, 2t 25, he wants back in,
BUAANAL ENBLNE S ' "The NFL draft is the easy way,” says Taylor:
“This is the hard way. It makes you respact
the ¢ game awhole lot more,” Five days after
running a 4.43-second 40, the DB is signed by
the Jets—
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